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On Patrol. On The Frontline. On Demand.

Strengthen your airborne capability with the robust ANAVIA HT-100, from remote sensing
and tactical support to logistics across the widest range of missions: military, border patrol,
special forces, civil defence and law enforcement. Its powerful 15kW shaft turbine enables
flight endurance of up to 6 hours, keeping your forces updated, supplied and supported.

Visit us at UMEX, Stand No. 05-010
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Stay Always Ahead. Always Above.
Discover unlimited frontline flexibility at edgegroup.ae
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Khalifa University

Showcases Al & Robotics Innovations

Khalifa University of Science and Technology
presented a comprehensive array of
advanced research and technologies
at the Unmanned Systems Exhibition
(UMEX) and the Simulation and Training
Exhibition (SIimTEX) 2026. This showcase
included next-generation robotics, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), and security systems, highlighting
the institution's commitment to innovation
and excellence in these critical fields.

The university's advancements in
operational-ready innovations, including
autonomous navigation, Artificial
Intelligence-driven mission planning,
and real-time data analytics, successfully
attracted visitors to its exhibit.

Attendees had the opportunity to explore
the A-025 electric Vertical Take-off and
Landing (e-VTOL) aircraft, which is used
for cloud seeding and firefighting, as
well as neural mobile vehicles and Al
systems designed for airspace security.
Furthermore, participants from the
university's distinguished program, in
collaboration with the UAE National Service
and Reserve Authority, showcased five
significant projects at the event.

Promising Technological Concepts
Khalifa University Enterprises, the business
entity associated with the university, is
presenting three innovative technological
concepts: an Artificial Intelligence-powered
hybrid electric power and propulsion
system designed for drones; advanced
vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) aerial
mobility platforms; and a vision-based
haptic sensor for the assessment of fruit
ripeness and freshness, ensuring non-
destructive evaluation.

Additionally, the exhibition features the
initiatives of Drone Leaf, a university-
affiliated startup that transforms extensive
scientific research into artificial intelligence
software tailored for unmanned systems.
This initiative aims to enhance drone
performance, autonomy, and operational
reliability.

His Excellency Professor Ibrahim Alhajri,
President of Khalifa University, stated,
“The university's participation underscores
its commitment to the development of
technologies that translate advanced
research into practical solutions, thereby
creating a significant national and global
impact.”

He emphasized that the two exhibitions
serve as an exemplary global platform to
demonstrate the integration of autonomy,
artificial intelligence, and sustainable
engineering within the university’s research
centers. This includes innovations such
as electric Vertical Take-off and Landing
(e-VTOL) aircraft for cloud seeding and
firefighting, advancements in neural
robotics, solutions for airspace security,
and hybrid electric propulsion systems.

Smart and Sustainable Future

The technologies presented at Khalifa
University demonstrate the institution's
commitment to advancing safe air mobility
and support the UAE's vision for a smart and
sustainable future. Notably, an advanced
autonomous drone system integrates Al
control, eVTOL design, and smart sensors
to enhance cloud-seeding accuracy, reduce
operational risks, and promote Emirati
innovation in climate modification.

The university's exhibit also showcases a
drone specifically developed for firefighting
operations, designed to improve safety
and operational efficiency in emergency
response situations.

Hybrid Mobility Platform

The university is unveiling a lunar rover
designed by its Center for Innovation and
Advanced Research. This hybrid mobility
platform employs an event-based neural
vision system that combines a rocker-like
suspension with articulated legs, enabling
efficient navigation of steep inclines and
fragmented terrains. It also supports
real-time soil analysis and wheel-slip
detection, enhancing operational autonomy
in extraterrestrial environments.
Additionally, researchers have developed
a robotic field research simulation system
that enables real-time monitoring of
houbara bustards while preserving their
natural behaviors, thereby contributing
to conservation and genetic diversity
initiatives. The event will also feature the
NeuroWave Al platform, which utilizes 5G
technology for high throughput and reduced
latency, providing secure computing and
flexible Al deployment via the internet and
mobile devices.

Generative Intelligence to Support Human
Decisions

The Safe Air Traffic Management Systems
Laboratory at Khalifa University’'s
Center for Electronic Physical Systems
presented three innovative solutions to

enhance airspace security in smart cities.
The “Authard” technology facilitates
reliable remote identification of drones
by integrating hardware, software,
mobile applications, and cloud services,
thereby enabling real-time verification of
unmanned aircraft identities and deterring
unauthorized operations.

The “Genai” platform is an Artificial
Intelligence-driven digital solution that
utilizes generative intelligence to improve
human decision-making. This platform
enables operators to effectively monitor
drone traffic, ensure compliance, and
accurately assess and respond to regulatory
compliance, thereby enhancing airspace
safety.

Additionally, the Weed Eye technology is
revolutionizing city-wide drone surveillance
by combining publicly accessible imagery
and smartphone sensor data to accurately
locate drones using high-precision 3D
technology, enabling comprehensive
monitoring without the need for expensive
infrastructure.
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SIRBAI at UMEX 2026

Launches Al-enabled autonomous drone swarm technology

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR

SIRBAI today announced the official launch NATIONAL SECURITY & RESILIENCE

technology that strengthens national

of the Middle East’'s first Al-enabled
autonomous drone-swarm technology
during UMEX 2026, the global platform
for unmanned systems and autonomous
capabilities—marking the company’s entry
into the defense technology sector.

Designed for unmanned aerial systems,
the platform enables multiple drones to
collaborate with a high degree of autonomy,
even in challenging and contested
environments. As the first company in the
region to offer this advanced capability,
SIRBAI will redefine modern battlefields
through innovative, scalable autonomous
technologies, setting new standards for
flexible mission systems that are easy
for operators to use and built for modern
defense operations.

SIRBAI enters the market as a leading player
in defense autonomy and intelligent swarm
technologies. The system was developed
by more than 40 engineers specializing
in Al, autonomy, and robotics, drawing on
advanced research conducted in Abu Dhabi,
including capabilities from the Technology
Innovation Institute. The company’s
mission is to help nations develop secure
and resilient defense systems through
practical, Al-enabled autonomous swarm
technologies. Its software-first approach
and fully in-house technology stack enable
rapid capability development, high-level
security assurances, and operational
flexibility across deployment environments.

Dr. Najwa Aaraj, CEO of the Technology
Innovation Institute, said: “SIRBAI’s launch
of the next generation of swarm technology
marks an important milestone for the
region’s defense technology ecosystem. By
combining advanced Al with autonomous
drone operations, SIRBAI is setting a
new benchmark for flexible, operator-
centric mission systems. The Technology
Innovation Institute is proud to support
this achievement, which demonstrates our
shared commitment to delivering advanced

| == |
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security and advances defense capabilities
worldwide.”

The new technology also provides a
scalable, operator-friendly approach to
autonomous swarm operations, supporting
defense missions ranging from surveillance
and protection to advanced coordination
between manned and unmanned systems.

By integrating Al-assisted mission
planning, distributed decision-making,
real-time coordination, and a modular
end-to-end architecture, SIRBAI's platform
reduces operator workload while improving
mission effectiveness and resilience. The
unified platform brings together mission
planning, command, and swarm execution,
accelerating decision cycles and enabling
effective control of drone fleets with lower
cognitive burden.

Dr. Dario Albani, Chief Technology Officer
of SIRBAI, explained: “The company is
bridging the gap between human intent
and autonomous mission execution,
enabling seamless coordination across
manned and unmanned systems. While
our platform ensures adaptive autonomy,
continuous information flow, and rapid
response in challenging and fast-changing
environments, by maintaining connectivity
and collaboration between operators
and autonomous assets, SIRBAI delivers
the reliability and operational advantage
required for modern missions.”

SIRBAI’s technology is designed to deliver
operational impact and future-ready
scalability, integrating seamlessly with a
wide range of platforms—from compact
tactical drones to advanced unmanned
combat aerial vehicles. Built for contested
and GPS-denied environments, the system
uses resilient navigation to maintain swarm
coordination in the face of jamming or
degraded communications, while ensuring
operator oversight when needed.

A SIRBAI
‘SWARM AUTONOMY. AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
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ADAFSA showcases its technology projects at UMEX and

SimTEX 2026
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The participation of the Abu Dhabi
Agriculture and Food Safety Authority
(ADAFSA) in the Unmanned Systems
Exhibition (UMEX) and the Simulation
and Training Exhibition (SimTEX) 2026
underscores its dedication to integrating
advanced technologies and innovations
across the agriculture, livestock, and food
safety sectors. This commitment aims to
bolster sustainability and enhance future
readiness, aligning with Abu Dhabi’s vision
for digital transformation and innovation.

The authority is presenting four innovative
initiatives that align with its strategic
emphasis on integrating autonomous
systems and Artificial Intelligence. Among
these is the "Aerial Surveillance of Farms
and Ranches" project, which represents
a significant advancement in agricultural
inspection and monitoring techniques.
This initiative uses drones to conduct
precise, comprehensive aerial surveys of
agricultural lands throughout the emirate.
This advanced technology enables prompt,
efficient access to remote locations, thereby
enhancing inspection quality. It delivers
high-resolution visual data, enabling
inspectors to make immediate, informed
decisions.

The "Food Security Readiness Project” is a
key initiative of ADAFSA designed to tackle
global issues in food supply chains. By
utilizing advanced systems and predictive
technologies, the project analyzes data
on production, consumption, and food
stocks, enabling the Authority to make
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proactive decisions that ensure
the continuity of food supplies
during emergencies.

The project enhances the
Authority's capacity to collaborate
with stakeholders to develop a
sustainable strategic reserve,
which is vital to national food
security. This initiative fosters
future preparedness and a
resilient food system.

The third initiative, "Visual Monitoring
in Food Establishments,” aims to
improve compliance by utilizing Artificial
Intelligence and internet-connected visual
systems. Smart cameras will be installed at
production, storage, and distribution sites
to monitor operations and identify potential
risks.

The implemented systems deliver real-
time reports, enabling inspection teams
to intervene promptly in the event of any
detected malfunctions or violations. This
capability significantly enhances food
safety and protects consumer health.

The fourth project, titled "Advanced
Agriculture 4.0," employs agricultural
robots, sensors, and big data analytics to
innovate traditional farming techniques,
thereby achieving greater productivity and
sustainability levels.

This project is based on autonomous
solutions that empower farmers to
remotely monitor and manage crops,
forecast agricultural needs, and identify

optimal timings for irrigation, fertilization,
and harvesting. It helps minimize
waste and enhance resource efficiency,
thereby strengthening the agricultural
sector’'s ability to address climate and
environmental challenges.

Bader Hassan Al Shehhi, Director
of Communication and Community
Engagement at the Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA),
highlighted that UMEX serves as a
significant platform for showcasing the
Authority's initiatives in applying advanced
technologies in agriculture and food safety.
He stated, "Our participation in this
year's exhibition demonstrates our
commitment to promoting innovation and
adopting autonomous solutions across our
operations,” and added, "The Authority
is focused on developing a regulatory
framework that supports the transition
towards smart agriculture.”
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Air Taxi nears takeoff in UAE skies

In its ongoing commitment to establishing
itself as a leader in innovative smart
transportation solutions, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) continues to invest
significantly in the future of mobility.
Notably, the development of the "Air Taxi"
has become a strategic priority in the quest
to build a green, sustainable air mobility
system.

The 2026 Unmanned Systems Exhibition
(UMEX) and Simulation and Training
Exhibition (SimTEX) showcase an array
of advanced systems that participating
entities are eager to present to attendees.
This initiative underscores the importance
of this global event and aligns with the
UAE's vision of adopting sustainable,
intelligent solutions to enhance quality
of /life, alleviate traffic congestion, and
expedite urban mobility.

Air mobility initiatives benefit from
significant government support, including
legislation, infrastructure, and partnerships
with specialized global companies.
Authorities are actively working to establish
a regulatory framework that upholds high
standards of safety and efficiency, paving
the way for the operational introduction of
advanced air mobility technologies in the
coming years:

A prominent example in this field is the
"Drone Taxi,” developed by Multi Level
Group. This intelligent, electrically powered
air transport system marks a substantial
advancement in urban mobility. Users can
conveniently reserve the vehicle through
a dedicated mobile application, offering
quick, flexible access.

Abdulmoumen Al-Khabbaz, the Operations
Manager of the company, highlighted that

the "Air Taxi" is notable for its capacity to
transport two passengers per trip without
a pilot on board. It operates under advanced
control systems that allow for remote
management and monitoring.

The system is designed for specific areas
with the necessary technical infrastructure,
including takeoff and landing platforms.
Mr. Al-Khabbaz noted that drones are
not limited to passenger transport but
also serve critical industrial sectors. For
example, the Cargo Drone is used by oil and
gas companies to transport equipment to
offshore exploration sites.

Abdulmoumen highlighted that cargo
drones can travel distances of 300 to 400
kilometers, offering an efficient logistics
solution for maritime and remote areas.
These drones are employed to transport
equipment to offshore oil and gas facilities.
He noted, “While takeoff and operational
times may reach approximately two

hours in some cases, their efficiency and
ability to reduce costs and human risks
make them a strategic asset for many
companies.” This trend towards smart air
mobility reflects the UAE's commitment
to adopting advanced technologies and
enhancing its status as an innovation hub.
With ongoing government support and
collaboration between public and private
sectors, flying taxis are transitioning from
a futuristic concept to a practical reality, set
to transform transportation in UAE cities.”
Among the air taxis presented at the
exhibition was the “Joby" air taxi, capable
of vertical takeoff and landing and achieving
flight distances of up to 160 kilometers at
high speeds.

The company has engineered this air
taxi to be environmentally sustainable,
ensuring zero emissions during operation.
Additionally, the design emphasizes
quiet operation, rendering it suitable
for commercial deployment in densely

umex.com

populated urban areas.

The Air Taxi, set for commercial launch
this year, aims to bolster the United Arab
Emirates’ status‘as a future-focused city
and a global leader in innovative urban
mobility solutions. This service will offer
residents andvisitors, especially in Dubai,
a swift, safe, and comfortable means of
transportation between major destinations.
According to the manufacturer, the travel
time from Dubai International Airport
to Palm Jumeirah is expected to be
approximately 10 minutes, compared to the
estimated 45 minutes for car travel.

Loud Autonoms, a company specializing
in drone production, recently unveiled its
latest innovation, the Heli drone, which
incorporates artificial intelligence and
advanced technological features. This
unveiling took place at a large pavilion
dedicated to showcasing the company's
newest offerings.

The company's flagship Heli drone is
engineered to transport a maximum
payload of 250 kilograms over a distance
of 300 kilometers at an operational speed
of 180 kilometers per hour. This drone
is designed for a variety of applications,
including shipping, offshore oil and gas
deliveries, and other missions.

Loud Autonoms is developing autonomous
drones specifically for parcel delivery, with
backing from the Smart and Autonomous
Systems Council [SASC) and the Abu Dhabi
Investment Office (ADIO). This initiative
also enjoys the support of the General
Civil Aviation Authority and the Integrated
Transport Centre (Abu Dhabi Mobility).

umex.com




An autonomous vehicle built for rugged terrain
SteerAl unveils “xRift” at UMEX 2026

SteerAl, an autonomous technology
venture within the Advanced Technology
Research Council (ATRC) ecosystem, has
unveiled xRift, a new class of driverless
offroad vehicle engineered for multiple
missions in the Gulf's most demanding
environments. The launch took place today
at the Unmanned Systems Exhibition and
Conference (UMEX)], the world’s largest
event for unmanned and autonomous
vehicles and systems, with the support of
the UAE’s Smart and Autonomous Systems
Council (SASC).

Unlike standard offroad vehicles, which are
designed to handle a limited number and
type of operations, xRift is engineered for
multiple industrial and defense scenarios,
where precision and adaptability are
critical, with full autonomy. Its flat utility
deck, which replaces the passenger cab,
can carry different payloads of up to 500 kg.
Options include intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance modules, weapons
systems, and supplies for transport across
unmapped, rugged terrain.

“XRift represents a new generation of high-
performance autonomous offroad solution
thatis reliable, scalable, and customizable
to end users’ exact operational needs,”
said Michael Sonderby, the Acting CEO of
SteerAl. “lts versatility and durability set
it apart. The same platform can support a
wide range of missions, including supply
runs, field applications, or surveillance
without human control. It's a system

built for endurance and assurance in the
harshest conditions.”

xRift is powered by CoreX, SteerAl's
autonomous driving system. Its modular
hardware kit and powerful, Al-powered
software stack use navigation, perception,
localization, and decision-making
technologies to allow platforms to navigate

precisely and reliably even in unpredictable,
challenging off-road conditions, including
deserts and rocky terrain. CoreXis vehicle-
agnostic, meaning it can be integrated with
a wide variety of vehicle fleets to increase
precision, efficiency, and scalability while
keeping drivers out of harm’s way.

“xRift fills a crucial gap in the market
for flexible, field-ready autonomy that’s
built for the region,” said Reda Nidhakou,
the CEO of VentureOne, SteerAl’s parent
company. “It shows how local innovation
can meet the operational realities of the
defense and logistics sectors, delivering
autonomy that’s robust and ready for
deployment, both here and abroad.”

xRift’s foundational technology was
designed and engineered by experts at Abu
Dhabi’s Technology Innovation Institute (TIl).
It has been built and scaled by SteerAl’s
technology team in close cooperation with
TIl and industry experts over the last year.
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Dubai Civil Aviation Authority
Showecases Its Latest Innovations at UMEX

Dubai Civil Aviation Authority (DCAA) is
participating in UMEX and SIMTEX 2026,
the world’s leading platform for unmanned
systems, robotics, and simulation and
training technologies. The event brings
together leading figures from the de-
fense, industry, and technology sectors
from around the world to explore the lat-
est solutions in robotics, artificial intelli-
gence, drones, and advanced autonomous
systems.

During its participation, DCAA is showcas-
ing its latest innovations and smart sys-
tems that support the civil aviation sector,
reflecting Dubai’s pioneering position as
a global hub for aviation and related ser-
vices, and reaffirming its commitment to
keeping pace with rapid advancements in
autonomous and digital technologies.

DCAA's participation underscores its ded-
ication to adopting cutting-edge technolo-
gies and innovative solutions that enhance
operational efficiency, raise aviation safe-
ty standards, support sustainability, and
keep up with the accelerating digital trans-
formation of the aviation sector.

Participation in UMEX and SIMTEX 2026
also serves as a strategic platform to
highlight DCAA’s vision and future initia-
tives and to strengthen cooperation with
local and international partners. In this
context, the Authority continues to adopt
the latest innovations and smart systems
that support the development of Dubai’s
civil aviation ecosystem and enhance its
readiness for the future. Its participation
stems from a commitment to sharing glob-
al best practices and building effective
partnerships that contribute to achieving
the highest levels of efficiency, safety, and
sustainability in the aviation sector. DCAA
also continues to develop its regulatory
and operational systems and leverage ad-
vanced technologies and smart data, sup-
porting the growth of the aviation sector
and enhancing its competitiveness at both
regional and global levels.

)
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H.E.Mohammed Abdulla Lengawi

Director General of the Dubai Civil
Aviation Authority (DCAA)

What is the significance of the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority's participation in UMEX?

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority (DCCA) ‘s participation
in the Unmanned Systems Exhibition and Conference
(UMEX)] is a strategic initiative to enhance its institution-
al presence at one of the foremost exhibitions dedicated
to unmanned aircraft systems and advanced technol-
ogies. This engagement underscores the Authority’'s
commitment to staying abreast of global advancements
in this domain by fostering a supportive environment
grounded in proactive legislative frameworks. These
frameworks are designed to align with the strategic ob-
jectives of the United Arab Emirates, particularly those

pertinent to the Emirate of Dubai. Dubai has embraced
the development of advanced systems that enable the
implementation of cutting-edge, innovative solutions in
the aviation sector. This approach not only aligns with
the Emirate’s urban planning but also aims to attract
and effectively activate value-added investments.

What are the main messages that the Authority
aims to convey through its participation in the
exhibition?

The Authority, in its participation at UMEX, aims to un-
derscore its regulatory and legislative role in ensuring
airspace safety and security. This includes highlighting
significant achievements in unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) regulation, such as the DCAA Monitoring System
(DMS), the first of its kind and developed as a model of
global best practices. Additionally, the Authority stress-
es the importance of collaboration between regulatory
and operational bodies to foster innovation and ensure
the sustainable use of these technologies, aligning with
evolving legislation to meet the aviation sector’s needs
and uphold industry leadership.

How does the Authority's participation support
innovation and the development of the aviation
sector?

The Authority’s participation enhances the exchange of
expertise and promotes awareness of the latest tech-
nological innovations. This engagement supports the
development of regulatory and operational frameworks
in the aviation sector, ensuring a balance between fos-
tering innovation and maintaining high safety and se-
curity standards.

The Authority is dedicated to integrating emerging
technologies with traditional flight operations. A key
example is the drone delivery project, which success-
fully completed over 784 orders in its initial phase, with
expectations that this number will double in subsequent
phases across the Emirate of Dubai.

What role does UMEX play in fostering partner-
ships and building national capabilities?

UMEX is a crucial event that inspires participants at
both the local and international levels, fostering col-
laborative relationships and exploring opportunities to
advance the aviation industry.

The exhibition enhances the legislative framework and
establishes standards to address risks associated with
new solutions. This enables practical testing to miti-
gate potential risks and develop collaborative plans for
transformative projects. Such initiatives ensure Dubai's
preparedness and effective execution of landmark ini-
tiatives that will shape the future of the aviation sector.
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Abu Dhabi Police at UMEX & SImTEX 2026

As part of its participation in the Unmanned
Systems Exhibition (UMEX) and the Simula-
tion and Training Exhibition (SimTEX) 2026,
Abu Dhabi Police showcased a compre-
hensive range of its latest smart systems
and advanced technological equipment
employed in policing and security opera-
tions. This initiative, organized by the Saif
Bin Zayed Academy for Police and Security
Sciences in collaboration with various po-
lice sectors, occurred at the Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Exhibition Centre (ADNEC). The event
attracted significant attention from special-
ists, visitors, and official delegations.

Field technologies accelerate investiga-
tions and enhance efficiency

The Abu Dhabi Police pavilion was a notable
highlight at UMEX & SimTEX 2026, show-
casing advanced law enforcement technol-
ogy projects and systems. A key exhibit was
the mobile ballistic laboratories, which pro-
vide immediate ballistic analysis at incident
sites, enhancing the accuracy and efficiency
of field investigations. These laboratories
are equipped with cutting-edge devices for
analyzing ballistic evidence, thereby expe-
diting investigations and improving overall
field performance.

Showcases its latest smart policing solutions

Platforms supporting innovation and at-
tracting initiatives

In the pursuit of fostering a culture of devel-
opment and innovation, stakeholders were
introduced to the "ldeas Incubator” pro-
gram. This initiative aims to enhance inno-
vation and attract entrepreneurial ventures,
thereby improving the security work system
and advancing police services in alignment
with established best practices.

Virtual training and an Al-powered “Safe
City”

Abu Dhabi Police has launched the Virtual
Training Portal, which utilizes 3D simula-
tion technologies to enhance personnel
readiness and operational efficacy. Addi-
tionally, the "Safe City" system incorporates
Artificial Intelligence and smart analytics
to improve public safety, traffic monitor-
ing, and response times. Advancements in
Digital Evidence and Police Aviation further
support these modern operational capabil-
ities.

The Emirates Center for Electronic Evi-
dence presented advanced technologies
focused on the collection and analysis
of digital evidence. This initiative plays a

critical role in supporting electronic in-
vestigations and addressing cybersecurity
challenges. Furthermore, the center is ded-
icated to enhancing specialists’ capabilities
and improving the efficiency of personnel
in the field of digital evidence, adhering to
established best practices.

The Police Aviation Department demon-
strated its advanced operational capabili-
ties in emergency response, aerial support,
and search-and-rescue missions. Attend-
ees were familiarized with cutting-edge air
surveillance systems and aviation technolo-
gies utilized to enhance security operations.

Participation within the Smart Policing
Strategy

Abu Dhabi Police has stated that its par-
ticipation in the Unmanned Systems Exhi-
bition [UMEX) and Simulation and Training
Exhibition (SimTEX) 2026 aims to promote
innovation and enhance smart policing.
This initiative seeks to acquire global best
practices in unmanned systems and train-
ing to strengthen community security and
improve preparedness.

THANKYOU

TO ALL PARTNERS, SPONSORS, AND SUPPORTERS

ORGANISED BY

ADNEC

cliisi degono GROUP

A MODON Company

o ® ADVANCED
% ® TECHNOLOGY

@ RESEARCH
COUNCIL

REGULATORY

U—“"'9"

Jaiill
Abu Dhabi
Mobility

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

g2 115,15y
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

PARTNER

STRATEGIC PARTNER

EDGE

SUPPORTED BY

dSpalld iy dusallda laidl 1a

STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGY PARTNER

2V ASPIRE @

.*%." VENTURE
¢, ONe

ASSOCIATE PARTNER

ADVANCED

MLG

MULTI LEVEL GROUP

AEROSPACE
REVIEW

ANALYTICS, COMMENTS, REVIEWS

wpall glaa

MosiLiTy

ADASSS

¥ S 1] ] E— )
ABU DHABI AVIATION

> ABU DHABI
ADVANCED AIR MOBILITY
Bl g3l JAIL oyl

MEDIA PARTNERS

DefenseNews G:IlsFENSE
U

PDATE

SECURITY

‘THE MAGAZINE FOR SECURITY
AND SAFETY PROFESSIONALS

0 U.S.-U.A.E. Business Council

C 3 usuaebusiness.org

S

SMART AND AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS COUNCIL

AVIATION SUPPORTING
PARTNER

OFFICIAL MEDIA POWERED BY
PARTNER CLEAN ENERGY
FROM

ABU DHABI MEDIA NETWORK |

Aviation Guide 2
y/// ERGING MARKETS | £
Middle East 4 Africa 4 South Asia

Defence @&

Global <«

RUSSIAN
AVIATION MILITARY

destination

abudhabi



Advanced Technology Research Council at UMEX and SIMTEX 2026

The Unmanned Systems Exhibition (UMEX)
and the Simulation and Training Exhibition
(SIMTEX) 2026 kicked off at the Abu Dhabi
National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC) on
Tuesday, January 20, and will run till January
22. This edition marks the largest iteration
of these premier exhibitions dedicated to
unmanned aerial systems and simulation
technologies in the Middle East. The event
will convene a distinguished assembly
of global defense leaders, technology
innovators, research institutions, and
decision-makers to showcase the latest
advancements in autonomous systems,
Artificial Intelligence, and sophisticated
training and qualification solutions, all set
against the backdrop of rapidly evolving
global technological transformations.

The Advanced Technology Research Council
(ATRC) serves as a pivotal organization at
the heart of this event, overseeing the
development of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi's
research and development ecosystem,
particularly across essential and advanced
technology sectors. The Council is dedicated

to prioritizing strategic research initiatives,
accelerating the application of innovative
solutions, and fostering international
collaborations. These efforts aim to
translate advanced scientific research
into practical applications that effectively
address national challenges and enhance
the global competitiveness of the United
Arab Emirates.

The 2026 edition of UMEX and SIMTEX
provides a platform to showcase the ATRC’s
integrated ecosystem, which combines
scientific research, talent development,
and applied innovation. Through its
Technology Innovation Institute (TIl), the
Council leads advanced research in areas
such as Artificial Intelligence, Autonomous
Systems, Robotics, and Advanced
Materials—technologies that align with
those exhibited. The ecosystem is further
strengthened by the NexTech program,
which aims to develop national talent and
cultivate a new generation of researchers
and technologists to ensure sustainable
innovation.

OR
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A significant event for the Council at
this event is the A2RL Drone Challenge,
organized by ASPIRE, the ATRC's innovation
arm. This two-day challenge represents the
first autonomous drone race held alongside
UMEX, bringing together Al-driven systems
and professional pilots in a realistic testing
environment.

The event highlights the UAE's expanding
role in autonomous systems innovation,
integrating Al, robotics, and advanced
mobility. It aligns with ATRC's strategy to
accelerate technology maturity through
competitive testing, attracting industry
interest, and showcasing the importance
of autonomous platforms in defence,
transportation, and industry.

ATRC's participation in UMEX and SIMTEX
2026 underscores Abu Dhabi's ambition
to become a global hub for autonomous
systems research and development by
fostering an ecosystem that links research,

talent development, and applied innovatiogg :

umex.com

Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange and Saal.Al

Launch Innovative Platform to Enhance Trading

Data Availability

The Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange (ADX)
announced its new initiative to design and
develop an advanced technology platform
in collaboration with Saal.Al during the
Unmanned Systems Exhibition (UMEX)
and the Simulation and Training Exhibition
(SimTEX) 2026. This partnership is intended
to enhance the availability of trading data
and to address the evolving requirements
of the market.

The platform aligns with the Abu Dhabi
Exchange’s (ADX) strategic objective
of fostering a dynamic infrastructure
that enhances Abu Dhabi’'s stature as
a premier investment destination and
serves as a pivotal hub for capital markets
development.

Building on ADX's established data
platform and digital infrastructure, Saal.
Al's innovative Al-driven platform will
enhance the market’s capacity to efficiently
manage and distribute data in a scalable,
organized manner. This new platform will
provide a cohesive framework for data
accessibility and dissemination, enabling
the delivery of real-time and periodic
data to brokers, service providers,
and investors across various
channels. It is expected to
enhance market adaptability,
improve governance,

and expand oversight of data offerings in
response to evolving market demands,
while also supporting advanced analytics
applications.

This collaboration underscores the
Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange's (ADX)
steadfast commitment to delivering
innovative, Al-driven solutions that
empower stakeholders, broaden

the investor base, and enhance
financial literacy. Abdullah Salem
Al Nuaimi, Group CEO of ADX,

remarked, "ADX consistently
invests in Al tools and

sophisticated analytics
to improve market
comprehension,

“saal.

Made In UAE
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The new platform
provides a unified
framework across
multiple channels

facilitate access, and augment
participation.”

He stated, "Our collaboration with Saal.Al
enables us to enhance the utilization and
dissemination of critical market data to
pertinent stakeholders and investors. This
partnership aligns with ADX's continuous
commitment to developing infrastructure
and facilitating access to essential
information and data, thereby supporting
both local and international investors in

making well-informed decisions.”




Ahmed Al Khoori

Senior Vice President - Strategy, EDGE

What does EDGE’s presence at UMEX signal about the
Group’s long-term priorities in unmanned and autono-
mous systems?

Unmanned and autonomous systems are shaping how
modern defence capability is built, and EDGE has placed
them at the centre of its strategy. Across current conflicts
and evolving operational concepts, autonomy is delivering
clear advantages by reducing risk to personnel, extending
operational reach, and enabling faster, more accurate de-
cision making.

EDGE’s participation at UMEX reflects a sustained focus
on Al enabled auton-
omy as a core area of
capability development
as the Group moves
beyond six years since
its launch in 2019. The
emphasis is on deliv-
ering intelligent un-
manned systems that
are relevant today,
adaptable as threats
evolve, and designed
to protect lives while
enhancing mission ef-
fectiveness.

How has the un-
manned domain
evolved since EDGE
was established and
how has that shaped
your strategic direc-
tion?

When EDGE was es-
tablished, unmanned
systems were largely
standalone platforms
designed for specific
roles. Since then, the
domain has evolved
rapidly and current
conflicts have accel-
erated the dependence
on unmanned capabil-
ities as a core element
of modern warfare,
force protection, and
border security. Cus-
tomers today are seek-
ing scalable mass, per-
sistence, and reduced
risk to personnel, at an
affordable cost.

This evolution has
shaped our strategic
direction at EDGE. We
are doubling down on investment in unmanned systems
because we see them as essential to future operational
advantage. But our focus is not simply building more plat-
forms, it is delivering capability driven by real concept of
operations (CONOPS) and mission needs.

For example, one key trend is the demand for cost-effec-

tive, mission-specific solutions with only essential pay-
loads rather than over-designed systems. That is why
we invested in practical solutions such as JERNAS-S,
paired with suitable payloads like MIRSAD-R and DES-
ERT STING-16, to deliver scalable and operationally
relevant capability.
At the same time, future warfare demands unmanned
systems across air, land, and sea to be connected
seamlessly, operating as part of an integrated network
rather than isolated assets. That integration focus is
central to how EDGE is shaping its unmanned portfolio
and technology road-
map.

How do interna-
tional partnerships
strengthen EDGE’s
unmanned portfolio
while maintaining
national capability
objectives?

Partnerships are fun-
damental to building
depth and operational
maturity across our
unmanned systems
portfolio. The integra-
tion of companies such
as Milrem Robotics
and ANAVIA has sig-
nificantly expanded
EDGE’s capabilities in
unmanned ground ve-
hicles and unmanned
helicopters, both ar-
eas where proven per-
formance and reliabil-
ity are essential.
At the same time, our
collaboration with US-
based Anduril Indus-
tries is accelerating
the development of
advanced autonomy
and Al-powered com-
mand and control for
next-generation sys-
tems, including Omen,
a hover to cruise au-
tonomous air vehicle
which we launched
during Dubai Airshow.
How these partner-
ships are structured
is deliberate. Produc-
tion, system integration,
and long-term industrial value are anchored within the
UAE, while drawing on best in class global expertise.
This model strengthens sovereign capability while
enabling EDGE to deliver unmanned systems that are
credible, scalable, and competitive on the international
stage.
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A Platform for Deals and Future Partnerships

The seventh edition of the Unmanned
Systems Exhibition (UMEX) and the
Simulation and Training Exhibition
(SImTEX), hosted at the Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre (ADNEC), showcases
substantial participation from local
companies that have made significant
advancements in this technologically
sophisticated sector. These exhibitions
serve to promote the integration of cutting-
edge technologies into national industries,
ensuring alignment with global trends.
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The Tawazun Council for Defence
Enablement (Tawazun) is notably
participating in both exhibitions to
underscore its commitment to the
development and modernization of national
industries, particularly in unmanned
systems, simulation, training, and artificial
intelligence.

The Council participated in the International
Defence Conference, held a day before
the seventh edition of the two concurrent
exhibitions. The event, titled "Smart

™ Tawazun Industrial
Park Overview

Horizons: Redefining Defence Sector
Autonomy through Al Applications,” took
place at the Council, where announcements
about finalized agreements from the
Ministry of Defence were expected.

His Excellency Dr. Nasser Humaid Al Nuaimi,
Secretary General of the Tawazun Council
for Defence Enablement (Tawazun), stated
that the Council's participation in various
exhibitions and conferences aligns with its
strategic objectives of empowering national
capabilities, bolstering research and
development, and supporting specialized
national industries. This support focuses
on unmanned systems, simulation, training,
and artificial intelligence, serving as key
opportunities for the defense industry to
strengthen ties with leading international
institutions and companies in unmanned
systems development.

Emerging technologies, especially
artificial intelligence, are crucial for
modern defence. The Tawazun Defence
Empowerment Council has launched
initiatives to incorporate Al into the defence
sector, improving products and services.

Al Nuaimi noted that exhibitions highlight
innovations from unmanned systems
manufacturers and help build vital
business relationships and partnerships
for advancing national defense industries.
Saif Ali Al Marzougqi, Senior Advisor for
Strategic and Executive Affairs at Tawazun
Council for Defence Enablement, stated
that the Tawazun pavilion at the exhibitions
highlights the Council's projects and its
commitment to excellence in the defense
industry. It offers visitors insights into the
Tawazun Industrial Park and companies
specializing in unmanned systems,
robotics, and drones, such as Sindan, AirQ,
Falcon IX, and Analog.

Tawazun is a national entity dedicated to
transforming defense and security priorities
into concrete institutional, industrial, and
economic outcomes in the UAE. It enhances
defense procurement by ensuring that
acquisition programs align with long-term
national capability requirements while
adhering to the principles of value-for-
return and industrial localization.

The Unmanned Systems Exhibition
(UMEX) and the Simulation and Training
Exhibition [SimTEX) showcase the United
Arab Emirates’ advanced capabilities
in unmanned systems and related
sectors, further enhancing its global
competitiveness through the use of
innovative smart technologies.

umex.com
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THE WORLD'S LARGEST EVENT FOR
UNMANNED AND AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS

A Platform for Deals and Future Partnerships

In alignment with a national vision inspired by the directives of the
United Arab Emirates leadership, the Unmanned Systems Exhibition
(UMEX) and the Simulation and Training Exhibition (SimTEX) 2026, now
in their second day, continue to establish themselves as significant
international forums for the unmanned technologies, simulation,
and training systems sectors. These exhibitions not only serve as a
platform for showcasing the latest innovations but also function as
a strategic venue for fostering partnerships, finalizing agreements,
and advancing international collaboration within one of the world’s
most critical and sophisticated industries.

From the outset, the exhibition halls attracted a significant number
of official delegations and leaders from the defence and technology
sectors, as well as considerable interest from international companies
seeking to enter a rapidly growing regional market. This strong
presence was reflected in the swift pace of agreements, memoranda
of understanding, and major deals between national entities and
international firms, as well as within regional partnerships focused
on knowledge transfer and technology localization. The surge in
trade and investment demonstrates increasing confidence in Abu
Dhabi's environment for developing defence industries and advanced
technologies.

Exhibition platforms have transformed into negotiation spaces, and
conference halls have become venues for establishing long-term
alliances. Notably, there is a clear trend toward joint ventures in
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), autonomous systems, and smart
simulation platforms, supported by artificial intelligence and data
analytics solutions.
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Alongside the existing contractual momentum, the exhibitors’
pavilions featured a variety of technological advancements,
including prototypes and operational solutions now entering
testing and field applications. These innovations highlight the
sector’s significant transformation from development to maturity
and integration, where technological independence meets the
demands of security, efficiency, and sustainability.

The launch of complementary platforms for exhibitions enhances
their intellectual and economic dimensions. Activities include
technical demonstrations, knowledge exchange, discussions
on regulatory and cybersecurity challenges, and explorations
of autonomous systems. Startups play a vital role by promoting
innovation and intelligent solutions.

Abu Dhabi is solidifying its status as a global hub for smart
transformation, driven by a vision that emphasizes cross-
border partnerships. Its commitment to advancing cutting-edge
technologies is reflected in its dialogue platforms, innovation
laboratories, and negotiation venues.

In this environment, the future is not merely presented; rather,

contracts are executed, partnerships are established, and the
subsequent chapters of progress are meticulously crafted.
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UMEX 2026 and SIMTEX 2026 are organised
by ADNEC Group, in association with the
Ministry of Defence and the Tawazun
Council for Defence Enablement, and
supported by the Smart and Autonomous

Systems Council, with EDGE Group as
a strategic partner and in collaboration
with Integrated Transport Centre (Abu
Dhabi Mobility). The exhibitions showcase
the latest innovative solutions and
advanced technologies in unmanned
systems, simulation and training, artificial
intelligence and technological applications
across civilian, commercial and defence
sectors.

The exhibitions feature live demonstrations
and advanced interactive experiences,
covering air-, land- and sea-based
unmanned systems, alongside dedicated
platforms to support start-ups and foster
global dialogue on Al, cybersecurity, and
the governance of future technologies,
reinforcing UMEX and SIMTEX role as key
drivers of industry growth and the global
innovation ecosystem.

More than 378 leading local and
international companies are participating
in the seventh edition of UMEX and SIMTEX,
alongside a distinguished group of experts,
decision-makers, and industry leaders
from 39 countries worldwide. Participants
are exchanging expertise and knowledge
across a wide range of civilian sectors,
including smart agriculture, healthcare,
logistics, smart cities, sustainable energy,
and infrastructure development, in addition
to military and defence applications
such as intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR) technologies, tactical
support, unmanned vehicles, and advanced
logistics systems.

umex.com

Ahmad Shaker

Chief Executive Officer, Capital 360 and Events

The current edition of the Unmanned Systems Exhibition ([UMEX) and the Simulation and Training
Exhibition (SIMTEX) marks a major milestone for both events. This year features the largest international,
regional, and local participation in their history, with record number of exhibitors, expanded exhibition
space, and the most advanced technologies showcased to date. The events also attract a broad audience
of experts, specialists, and decision-makers.

The exhibitions are held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of the Presidential Court for Special Affairs, and Chairman of the Smart
and Autonomous Systems Council, reflecting their growing strategic importance. Their role is pivotal in
supporting the UAE's vision to adopt cutting-edge technological innovations and maintain its leadership
in future-focused sectors.

Organised by ADNEC Group, in association with the Ministry of Defence and the Tawazun Council for
Defence Enablement, with support from the Smart Autonomous Systems Council and in strategic
partnership with EDGE Group and the Abu Dhabi Mobility, these exhibitions demonstrate a comprehensive
national model. This approach strengthens collaboration to develop advanced technology ecosystems
and positions Abu Dhabi as a global hub for specialised conferences and exhibitions.

ADNEC Group’s extensive experience and world-class capabilities have enabled it to organise major
international events, attracting leading companies and organisations from around the world, supporting
increased partnership opportunities between UAE and international businesses.

Through these platforms, ADNEC Group connects global supply chains with local companies, supports
knowledge and technology transfer, and opens new investment and commercial opportunities, helping
strategic sectors grow across the UAE.

UMEX and SIMTEX have become the largest and most prominent platforms in the Middle East and North
Africa for unmanned systems, simulation, and training technologies. They serve as global destinations for
industry leaders, innovators, and leading companies. This year, the exhibitions provide a comprehensive
international stage for the latest innovations in artificial intelligence, autonomous systems, robotics and
more. They also foster knowledge exchange, strategic partnerships, and future-oriented discussions
about these technologies.

Recently, both exhibitions have evolved significantly, expanding from defence solutions to include
companies from civil and commercial sectors such as smart transport, logistics, industrial security,
smart agriculture, energy, and future cities. This reflects the accelerating global adoption of unmanned
systems across vital industries.

UMEX and SIMTEX offer strategic platforms for regulators, policymakers, and experts to develop
frameworks for integrating autonomous mobility and self-driving technologies into cities and
communities, enhancing public safety and trust in smart solutions. The events also support the
commercial deployment of future technologies, enable SMEs to join global supply chains, and reinforce
the UAE’s role in setting international standards for urban air mobility and drone technologies.
ADNEC Group remains committed to providing an innovative, global environment that brings together
international expertise, further strengthening Abu Dhabi’s position as a leading hub for advanced
technology and future-focused industries.
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Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Inaugurates UMEX and SIMTEX 2026

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of the Presidential Court
for Special Affairs, and Chairman of the Smart and
Autonomous Systems Council (SASC), has inaugurated
the seventh editions of the Unmanned Systems Exhibition
(UMEX 2026) and the Simulation and Training Exhibition
(SIMTEX 2026), taking place at ADNEC Centre Abu Dhabi
until 22 January.

During the visit, His Highness toured several pavilions
of local and international companies, as well as public
and private sector entities participating in this year’s
edition. The exhibitions showcase the latest technological
trends in the development of robotics, unmanned aerial
systems, and smart control systems, alongside advanced
applications of simulation and artificial intelligence.
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His Highness also reviewed cutting-edge solutions and advanced
technologies reflecting rapid advancements in unmanned systems,
simulation and training, and their role in enhancing the readiness
of civilian, commercial, and defence sectors to meet future
requirements.

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
emphasised that the adoption of advanced technological solutions
across priority sectors represents a strategic approach to future-
readiness, strengthening the preparedness of the national economic
ecosystem to keep pace with the requirements of advanced and
high-precision industries, while supporting long-term sustainable
development.

His Highness was accompanied, during the inauguration, by Sheikh
Hamdan bin Saeed bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan; His Excellency Faisal
Abdulaziz Al Bannai, Adviser to the UAE President for Strategic
Research and Advanced Technology Affairs; His Excellency
Mohamed bin Mubarak Fadhel Al Mazrouei, Minister of State for
Defence Affairs; and His Excellency Lieutenant General Issa Saif
bin Ablan Al Mazrouei, Chief of Staff of the UAE Armed Forces.
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ADNEC GFOUp Venues Welcomlng the World In alignment with a national vision inspired by the directives of the United Arab Emirates leadership,
the Unmanned Systems Exhibition ([UMEX) and the Simulation and Training Exhibition (SimTEX])

2026, now in their second day, continue to establish themselves as significant international forums

for the unmanned technologies, simulation, and training systems sectors.

CIdI‘IGC These exhibitions not only serve as a platform for showcasing the latest innovations but also
c?lﬁghgg function as a strategic venue for fostering partnerships, finalizing agreements, and advancing
yubgii cliai 550 international collaboration within one of the world’s most critical and sophisticated industries.

From the outset, the exhibition halls attracted a significant number of official delegations and

leaders from the defence and technology sectors, as well as considerable interest from inter-

national companies seeking to enter a rapidly growing regional market. This strong presence

was reflected in the swift pace of agreements, memoranda of understanding, and major deals

between national entities and international firms, as well as within regional partnerships focused

on knowledge transfer and technology localization. The surge in trade and investment demon-
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b strates increasing confidence in Abu Dhabi’s environment for developing defence industries and
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advanced technologies.

Exhibition platforms have transformed into negotiation spaces, and conference halls have become

venues for establishing long-term alliances. Notably, there is a clear trend toward joint ventures
in unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), autonomous systems, and smart simulation platforms, sup-

ported by artificial intelligence and data analytics solutions.

Alongside the existing contractual momentum, the exhibitors’ pavilions featured a variety of tech-
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@ﬁ\lﬁlﬁi nological advancements, including prototypes and operational solutions now entering testing
and field applications. These innovations highlight the sector’s significant transformation from

development to maturity and integration, where technological independence meets the demands

of security, efficiency, and sustainability.

The launch of complementary platforms for exhibitions enhances their intellectual and economic
dimensions. Activities include technical demonstrations, knowledge exchange, discussions on

regulatory and cybersecurity challenges, and explorations of autonomous systems. Startups play
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a vital role by promoting innovation and intelligent solutions.

Abu Dhabi is solidifying its status as a global hub for smart transformation, driven by a vision that
emphasizes cross-border partnerships. Its commitment to advancing cutting-edge technologies

is reflected in its dialogue platforms, innovation laboratories, and negotiation venues.

In this environment, the future is not merely presented; rather, contracts are executed, partnerships

are established, and the subsequent chapters of progress are meticulously crafted.
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